20000311.ba v02_n831.bam.20000311 


>From ???@??? Sat Mar 11 18:39:29 2000 -0600 

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 18:37:25 CST 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2831 

Message-Id: <20000312004912 .C4BOA274AE@devel43.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2831 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) RE: RBS Receiver 
by "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
2) 75A4 parts needed 
by "ROBERT F. KEMP" <rkemp@mr.net> 
3) RE: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
by "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve. com> 
4) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
by David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
5) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
by Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 
6) Re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 
by Jerry Proc <jproc@idirect.com> 
7) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
by Jerry Proc <jproc@idirect.com> 
8) 400hz via. Altec 1590A Amp. 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
9) More on BC221 
by Jerry Proc <jproc@idirect.com> 
10) Gibson Girl/Life Raft 
by Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 
11) Re: More on BC221 
by "Ed Zeranski" <ezeran@concentric.net> 
12) Re: More on BC221 
by Heinz und Hannelore Breuer <hbreuer@debitel.net> 
13) Re: More on BC221 
by charles kadesch <chas@digizen.net> 
14) Re: More on BC221 
by "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com> 
15) Impact of Proposal on AM Boatanchor Operation? 
by "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net> 
16) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
by "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com> 
17) Re: RBS Receiver (RBZ, BC-728 ) 
by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
18) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 


by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
19) Re: Lifeboat radio- hand cranked generator 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
20) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
21) Re: RBS Receiver (RBZ, BC-728 ) 

by Jack Antonio <dia@dia.reno.nv.us> 


Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 09:35:15 -0500 
From: "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve. com> 
Subject: RE: RBS Receiver 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <200003110935_MC2-9CA3-8D39@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Hue, et al 


I either agree with, or don't have any knowledge from which to disagree 
with, almost all of the comments on usage or employment of the RBS. Some= 


of the comments explained questions that I had had ever since I saw the 
first one and compared it to the RBM. However, I will correct one 
statement. The Navy equivalent of the SCR-593 (BC-728) was the RBZ. 


73, 

Robert Downs 
WA5CAB 
Houston 


Message-ID: <38CA78E2.6EF4@mr.net> 

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 08:49:55 -0800 

From: "ROBERT F. KEMP" <rkemp@mr.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: 75A4 parts needed 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Would anyone have the original audio transformer and little filter choke 
for a 75A4? 

I'm in need of the two parts. 

Thanks much in advance. 


Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 10:10:25 -0500 
From: "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
Subject: RE: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <200003111010_MC2-9CB4-EAB3@compuserve.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Group, 
I have an RCA ET-8030 lifeboat radio set built in August 1945. According= 


to what I entered into the database years ago, it covers 500 and 8280 KC.= 


It is built into a cast aluminum pedastal obviously intended to be 
permanently mounted in the lifeboat. The holes for the hand cranked 
generator are high enough that it was probably intended to be cranked whi= 
le 

standing. The cranks are GC-7's. I haven't looked at it in years, and 
don't remember any other details, except that the aluminum is pitted enou= 
gh 

that it was probably exposed to salt spray at one time. 


Robert Downs 
WA5CAB 
Houston 


Message-ID: <38CA6389.9287COAF@ix.netcom.com> 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 09:17:30 -0600 

From: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


(Dave) 

>I have a 15-watt lifeboat radio here built by RCA in 1938. 
>It's an RCA T-104 transmitter and R-104 receiver... 

(Dick) 


>A very interesting set, Dave.... could it be that the 
>"lifeboat" designation refers to the 

>USCG term "motor lifeboat" which I believe was 

>the designation they gave many of their earlier rescue boats? 
(Hue) 

>Dave, did it appear to have a detachable cover? 


Dick and Hue may be on target with this. 

It did have a detachable watertight cover over the front 
(missing- and some numb so-n-so removed and threw away 
the latches with the cover). It does not have a 
built-in key. 


More importantly- on the back of the transmitter, the 
familiar RCA paper tag with the model and patent numbers on it 
says: 


RADIO TRANSMITTER 


STATION LIFEBOAT 
T-103 T-104 


(blah blah patents blah blah) 


In 1938, the motor launch a Coast Guard station would have 
sent from the station to rescue a fisherman who 

fell asleep in his dingy might very well 

have been called a "lifeboat." 

What does our old Coast Guard Radioman think? 


73 Dave S. 


Message-ID: <38CA6582.9B311BB1@metronet.com> 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 09:25:54 -0600 

From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hue Miller wrote: 


> Karl Barsklag had a pretty darn interesting book written in the 1930s, 
> called i think "SOS at Sea". 


"SOS to the Rescue", 1935, by Baarslag. Tho it has a juvenile 
sounding title, it is not! It is a wonderful collection of the stories 
of rescue at sea by radio. Baarslag himself was a sparks, so he knows 
what he is talking about. His account of the Repulic sinking is 
probably the best written and was in large part the basis for the PBS 
special on same about a year ago. The book is available on the used 
market for reasonable $$. 


73 de K5RW, Neal McEwen, at "The Telegraph Office", nmcewen@metronet.com 
A WWW Page for Telegraph Key Collectors and Historians 
http: //www.metronet.com/~nmcewen/tel_off.html 


Message-ID: <38CA8C82.7E459373@idirect.com> 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 13:12:19 -0500 

From: Jerry Proc <jproc@idirect.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Hi Everyone, 


Thought I would add a little to this thread. A small extract from my 
research paper: 


"ET-8022A Transmitter 


This was a small lifeboat transmitter made by RCA. It only operated on 
the International 

distress frequency of 500 kc with a power input of 4 watts. The 
transmitter was a sealed 

unit and was powered by a hand operated generator bolted to a bulkhead. 
Reports indicated 

that the hand generator was difficult to rotate thus making life even 
more difficult for the 


survivors." 
Regards, 
Jerry Proc VE3FAB jproc@idirect.com 
Web: www3.sympatico.ca/hrc/haida 


HMCS HAIDA Historic Naval Ship, Toronto Ontario 


Message-ID: <38CA8E04.A6E5D662@idirect.com> 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 13:18:45 -0500 

From: Jerry Proc <jproc@idirect.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Arden, 
Are you saying that all the equipment in that photo is a lifeboat radio? Not 
sure if a lifeboat would support that heavy boatanchor. I was hoping that the 


surviaval radio was that small box in the lower right quadrant of the photo 
and the big stuff at a shore base. 


Arden Allen wrote: 
Ahoy Dave! 


> Photo at: 


Vv 


http: //www.arc5.com/rca. jpg 


A picture is worth a thousand words............ or one word. Boatanchor. 


VV VVV VV VV 
Vv 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA sgumbear@pacbell.net 


Regards, 
Jerry Proc VE3FAB jproc@idirect.com 
Web: www3.sympatico.ca/hrc/haida 


HMCS HAIDA Historic Naval Ship, Toronto Ontario 


Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 14:19:07 -0500 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <200003111919 .0AA23942@aa4rm.ba-watch.org.> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: 400hz via. Altec 1590A Amp. 


It's a rack-mount 200w unit that's most dead. 


Want to use it as a 200W 400hz power supply & it oughta be ideal since it 


has an autoformer to drive a 500 ohm / 71V line. 
Anyone have a schemat? 


Almost embarrassed to ask since parts count so lo. But profusion of 
thermistors & DTL early ICs'd make it easier maybe. 


Anyone ever make 400hz this way? Did once with a XR2206 & a NE557 gain cell 
& a Sanken hybrid amp. 20w. 


Message-ID: <38CA9D83.7957A4E3@idirect.com> 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 14:24:51 -0500 

From: Jerry Proc <jproc@idirect.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: More on BC221 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Folks, 


I've cobbled the best responses about the BC221 frequency meter 
calibration method and posted the info on my web page. 
http: //webhome.idirect.com/~jproc/ve3fab/bc221.html . 


I've also add my own "spin" to the story. It would appear the Russians 
were sufficiently impressed with the design to manufacture the set for 
their own needs. Now I wonder if that 1944 article on the BC221 in 
Electronics Magazine helped them? The Wireless for the Warrior Web 
site does a splendid job on showcasing the Russian copy. That URL 

1st 


http: //home.wxs.nl1/~meuls003/scr211/scr211.html1 


At the same web site, there is a professionally modified BC-375 
specifically done for the Royal Netherlands Air Force. 


http: //home.wxs.n1/~meuls003/delm/bc375.htm1 


Regards, 
Jerry Proc VE3FAB jproc@idirect.com 


Web: www3.sympatico.ca/hrc/haida 
HMCS HAIDA Historic Naval Ship, Toronto Ontario 


Message-Id: <1.5.4.16.19800104154004 .1c4£0018@pop1.sympatico.ca> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 

Subject: Gibson Girl/Life Raft 

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 14:49:28 -0500 


Bonjour to All 
The manual that I have deal’s only life raft use. 
Specs: 2.5w on 500kc 
2.Q0w on 8280kc 
Range: 500kc - 200/300mi. under optimum conditions, at sea. 
8280kc- 750/1500 " . " 
500kc - 30/50mi. on a lake, 5-10mi. on land. 
8280kc- Less than above on land for short distances 
but up to several thousand miles at night. 
Andre 


Andre Guibert 
aguibert@sympatico.ca 


Message-ID: <012301b£8b96$06342860$bb72fea9@g5p3m4> 
From: "Ed Zeranski" <ezeran@concentric.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: More on BC221 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 12:11:43 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


>http://home.wxs.nl/~meuls003/scr211/scr211.html 

> 

>At the same web site, there is a professionally modified BC-375 
>specifically done for the Royal Netherlands Air Force. 

> 

>http://home.wxs.nl1/~meuls003/delm/bc375.html 


>Regards, 
>Jerry Proc VE3FAB jproc@idirect.com 
>Web: www3.sympatico.ca/hrc/haida 


>HMCS HAIDA Historic Naval Ship, Toronto Ontario 


Last Spring I had the chance to go to the Duxford Museum in UK. Great 
all day experience!! You can walk through the restoration hangars to see 
work in progress. In one hangar I got into a yak with a couple of the guys 
working on the transport plane which was the German analog of the C-47/DC-3. 
It actually looks like a big Trimotor with the corregated ‘roof tin' 
construction. This aircraft was actually built in Vichy France not Germany 
so it was taken over by the French post WWII govt. then later sold or given 
to Portugal. The restoration fellows , when they found I was a ‘yank 
interested in radios' let me go behind the barrier to ID some of the radio 
stuff that came with that aircraft and a helo. Guess what..... BC-375 with 
the tags removed. I guess that 375 was in use through the ‘60s probably as 
far south as Angola. 


Message-ID: <38CAAA6C.4E68@debitel.net> 

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 21:19:53 +0100 

From: Heinz und Hannelore Breuer <hbreuer@debitel.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: More on BC221 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Ed Zeranski wrote: 
> 
>In one hangar I got into a yak with a couple of the guys 


> working on the transport plane which was the German analog of the C-47/DC-3. 


It actually looks like a big Trimotor with the corregated ‘roof tin' 

construction. This aircraft was actually built in Vichy France not Germany 
so it was taken over by the French post WWII govt. then later sold or given 
to Portugal. 


VV VV 


Hi Ed, 


"corrugated roof tin" sounds for sure like you are talking about the 
famous JUNKERS JU-52. 

That's definitely not a copy of a DC-3 

73 

Heinz KM5VT 


Message-ID: <38CAD6F2.31793BF1@digizen.net> 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 15:29:54 -0800 
From: charles kadesch <chas@digizen.net> 


MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: More on BC221 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Heinz und Hannelore Breuer wrote: 
> "corrugated roof tin" sounds for sure like you are talking about the 
> famous JUNKERS JU-52. 


An amazing aircraft. I saw JU-52s dropping paratroops in the Canary 
Islands in the mid 1960's. Looked similar to the Ford Tri-motor from a 
distance. Wish I had been able to see the radios on board. 

73 

Chas W3KC 


Message-ID: <002501bf£8b9d$6663b500$b564e7d0@sandy-s-pentium> 
From: "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: More on BC221 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 15:02:24 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="is0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


>Heinz und Hannelore Breuer wrote: 

>> "corrugated roof tin" sounds for sure like you are talking 
about the 

>> famous JUNKERS JU-52. 


> 

>An amazing aircraft. I saw JU-52s dropping paratroops in the 
Canary 

>Islands in the mid 1960's. Looked similar to the Ford Tri-motor 
from a 


>distance. Wish I had been able to see the radios on board. 
>73 

>Chas W3KC 

> 


Ja! And remember that the "J" isn't pronounced as such. The 
"Ju" 
in Junkers is pronounced like it was "Yoo" in English. Junkers 
produced 
an airplane in WW1 that was all metal and no external 


braces/wires. 

Quite unusual for its day! There were WW2 aircraft under 
development that 

most people never have seen. Some were VERY advanced and/or 
radical designs. The famous Bell X-5 was based on a 
Messerschmitt 

design which the Allies captured and sent to the USA. 


73, 
Sandy W5TVW 


Message-ID: <016501bf8ba5$616f1dcO$b6cad03£@oemcomputer> 
From: "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: "Ham - WCF - Dave Armbrust" <ae4mr@iasonline.com>, 
"Ham - Boatanchors ThePorch.com" <boatanchors@theporch.com>, 
"Ham - BAMA - Ken Grimm, K4XL" <grimm@lynchburg.net>, <AMRadio@listbot.com> 
Subject: Impact of Proposal on AM Boatanchor Operation? 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 17:01:38 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


From the ARRL web site, copyright 2000 by the ARRL 


Unwanted Emissions 

Out-of£-band (00B) emissions are not those outside an allocated band but 
those emissions just outside the necessary 

bandwidth for a given type of emission. In other words: key clicks or 
splatter. Spurious emissions are beyond OOB emissions 

and begin at 250% of the necessary bandwidth. 


At the January 1999 meeting of ITU-R Task Group 1/5, the UK presented a 
paper proposing that amateur OOB limits be 

based on a minimum necessary bandwidth of 4 kHz at HF, 25 kHz at VHF, and 
wider bandwidths at higher frequencies to take 

phase noise into account. Peter Chadwick, G3RZP authored the paper, which 
was approved by TG 1/5 Drafting Group 3 

(chaired by Paul Rinaldo, W4RI). The document was endorsed by the IARU 
represented by Frank Butler, W4RH. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV MV 


Dear Frank: 


I just came across this and wondered what it might mean to 
AM boatanchor usage on HF? 


One person has noted that "key clicks or splatter are anomalies in the 
type of signal transmitted and do not refer to the enhanced high frequency 
response of a cleanly transmitted signal, and that necessary bandwidth 
is a definition with" an unknown etiology. 


Can you clarify any of this? Most decent sounding AM boatanchor 
signals seem to require more than 4khz of bandwidth. SSB and all 
other modes can easily fit a 4khz limit, and if such were effectively 
enforced (especially the splatter from overdriven and/or improperly 
designed HF amplifiers) much of the crowding on busy bands would 
be eliminated and space for occasional AM modes would not be at 
issue. 


I am not a big AM operator but really appreciate the hi-fi sound when 
I hear it and hope to occasionally operate my two older rigs. This rule 
could make it near impossible for most to operate their cherished rigs. 


- Thanks! & 73, DavidC K1YP in Hudson, FL 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


NetZero - Defenders of the Free World 
Get your FREE Internet Access and Email at 
http: //www.netzero.net/download/index.html 


Message-ID: <0Q00801bf8bab$816f80a0$at65e7d0@sandy-s-pentium> 
From: "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:28:00 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


>Hi Arden, 

> 

>Are you saying that all the equipment in that photo is a 
lifeboat radio? Not 

>sure if a lifeboat would support that heavy boatanchor. I was 
hoping that the 


>surviaval radio was that small box in the lower right quadrant 
of the photo 
>and the big stuff at a shore base. 


That set looked like a "true" lifeboat radio. There were 
radios 
permanently fitted to lifeboats, usually the motor lifeboat. It 
wasn't 
a "carry on" set like commonly carried on US flag ships. They 
were mostly fitted on passenger ships. I have seen "carry on" 
Skanti lifeboat radios that had a permanent mounting on some 
enclosed (cold weather) lifeboats that were on mostly 
Norwegian ships. The Skanti had an option of running on 
an external 24 volt supply. (Most of the "carry-on" Mackay 
and RCA sets had a means of wiring them up to a 
12 volt external supply, where the hand generator ran as 
a dynamotor, but this was rarely used.) Mackay and RCA 
made a small MF radio console to be actually installed 
in a motor lifeboat, but In over 22 years with Mackay 
I never ran across a ship fitted with one. 

Hope I didn't "muddy" the waters more on this! 
73, 
Sandy W5TVW 


Message-ID: <0Q00e01bf8bb5$b578d680$62c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: RBS Receiver (RBZ, BC-728 ) 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 15:58:31 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


----- Original Message----- 
From: ROBERT W. DOWNS 


| However, I will correct one 
|statement. The Navy equivalent of the SCR-593 (BC-728) was the RBZ. 


--Bob, the RBZ was envisioned as the "Marines raider receiver". There is no 
mystery about this, 

agreed? Even if this role was early discontinued. 

(One source on this is book "Small Radio" by 


Emerson Co., ca. late 1940s ). 

The U.S. Army BC-728 was intended as an 

"air alert warning receiver" for AA gun units. 
Not to be lugged with on assaults, as the RBZ. 
I have a photo of one sitting atop the sandbag 
wall of an AA gun emplacement in Italy, ina 
U.S. Army Italian campaign retrospective. 

Hue 


Message-ID: <0Q03c01bf8bb9$320bada0$62c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:23:29 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Strate Original Message----- 
From: Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net> 


| In the previous post the pressed into service civvy vessels were 
|mentioned. I have an RDF by the ‘Submarine Signal Company' which was later 
|taken up by Raytheon. My set is the "Cape Cod Navigator' covering the BCB 
land the old AM marine freqs. The set is built like a tank with cast 
aluminum 

|case, large loop with binacle, and made to run off batteries. It looks to 
be 

|for fishing boats or larger yaghts but has an industrial or military aura 
|about it, haze grey with no frills but very cool compass. In looking at 
|maritime sets have either of you ever seen one of these? 


Well shiver me timbers! 

i think the supply has dried up (so to speak) 

but you used to see all kinds of these, by many 
unknown small manufacturers, in coastal cities, 
as the vacuum tube equipment was retired. 
Probably RDFs alone were more prevalent than 
boat radios, I (just guessing here) would assume 
that if not able to financially swing a radio, an 
RDF might be the minimum radio investment? 


|Hey! when I got it I saved it from being 
|changed into a lamp! 


--I was at a swap once and saw some RDFs 
sold, these looked late 1930s-late 1940s, 
pretty basic, big metal, one or 2 big knobs- 
bought by some artistic or crafts-minded non- 
radio people, solely for their weird-science 
looks. At the time i thot, well i can't save 
everything, and besides, they seem to like 
the appearance so much, i doubt if they will 
try to make the sets into something else. 

One of the interesting things about the ‘marine 
radios' genre, is that there were so many 
small companies putting out just a product or 
three, then going west, undocumented. Time 
seems to have thinned out their already small 
production so that maybe a handful survive - 
maybe yours is the only survivor! Now try to 
find a manual! 

One of the sets the artsy people bought was 
Radiovox or some similar name from Seattle. 
The thing looked positively B.C., and i don't 
mean Basic Component. 

Happy sailing, 

Hue 


Message-ID: <0Q05701bf8bba$889e0ae0$62c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- hand cranked generator 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 16:33:04 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


aati Original Message----- 
From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@i-55.com> 


| (Most of the "carry-on" Mackay 

|and RCA sets had a means of wiring them up to a 

|12 volt external supply, where the hand generator ran as 
|a dynamotor, but this was rarely used.) 


--Does this apply to the 401 (vac tube) and 
403 (slipperystate) ? I wondered about that? 
Wouldn't the generator spin itself to death without 


the cranks, or does the equipment electrical 
load limit the speed? 

Say, do these built in generators have huge 
magnets in them? 

Hue 
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Sees Original Message----- 
From: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 


|More importantly- on the back of the transmitter, the 
|familiar RCA paper tag with the model and patent numbers on it 
|says: 

| 

|RADIO TRANSMITTER 

| 

| STATION LIFEBOAT 

|T-103 T-104 

| 

|(blah blah patents blah blah) 


--Dave, is this a typo? I mean, should one of 

the above read, R-103 or something? 

Also, am i jumping, or is not a "Lifeboat Station" 
a shore based, small USCG rescue & safety 
installation? ( Maybe the correct word is 
"Activity" , hihi) 


|In 1938, the motor launch a Coast Guard station would have 
|sent from the station to rescue a fisherman who 

|fell asleep in his dingy might very well 

|have been called a "lifeboat." 


--Think i'll sift about for my ONI ships directory, 
altho it might not have any craft that small.... 
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I've been following the thread about BC-728s and such and have a 
question, actually a couple of related questions. 


And the questiona are: 


What type of transmitter did the BC-728 listen to? Meaning, what 
type of transmitter would have been issued to the HQ for the 
searchlight and anti-aircraft crews? 


Which brings up the following questions: 


When an infantry outfit used their BC-611, what kind of equipment 
were they talking to, another 611, or a BC-654 at their HQ, or 

a BC-669 somewhere? But, when they used their BC-1000, I assume they 
were talking to another BC-1000 somewhere. And did they maintain a 
listening watch, or have regular check in schedules, and did the HQ 
radio maintain a listening watch? 


What type of transmitter did the BC-348 listen to in a B-17? What 
kind of long range equipment would have been issued to the bomber's 
base? 


Or for that matter, what type of equipment was issued to airfields 
to talk to the HF SCR-274Ns before the advent of VHF. (I'm 
assuming here they were issued BC-639s and 640s to talk to SCR-522s). 


Just trying to get a feel for how all the equipment we collect and 
use fitted into the overall picture of WWII operations. 


Thanks 


Jack Antonio WA7DIA 
dia@dia.reno.nv.us 
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